
 

Warsaw, December 7th,  2020  

 

To whom it may concern, 

The transport sector is one of the sectors that is hit hardest by the COVID-19 crisis. Therefore, on behalf 

of the Transport and Logistics Poland, which is Polish employers’ organisation assembling road 

transport companies, truck and trailers manufacturers and road transport service providers, we would 

like to thank the European Commission for issuing on 28th of October the Communication on the 

implementation of the Green Lanes under the Guidelines for border management measures to protect 

health and ensure the availability of goods and essential services. We highly appreciate that the 

Commission recognises the importance of coherent approach in reacting to COVID-19 crisis among 

Member States and a well-functioning Single Market, which has shown large vulnerability during the 

current situation.  

Therefore, we are looking forward for the Contingency Plan for Transport, which in accordance with 

the Communication, the Commission committed itself to present in 2021. Such Contingency Plan 

should establish an uniform, clear, reliable and solid framework, which could be immediately used in 

order to enable a well-functioning Single Market and to avoid the future disruptions.  

The Transport and Logistics Poland considers that the most important is: 

• Preparing guidelines for Member States in order to minimise the differences in regulations 
that unfortunately arise among the various Member States. In line with the Communication is 
improving enforceability of releasing international drivers from testing and quarantine obliga-
tions, while crossing from one member state to another or within different regions of a mem-
ber state, as well as requiring from international drivers to show only their identity card and 
driving licence at a border check point. Furthermore, as the Commission mentions in the Com-
munication, the electronic submission/display of documents should be deemed sufficient. 
Therefore, abolishing requirements for tests, quarantine and any new additional certificates, 
forms and documents for professional drivers engaged in road transport is of crucial im-
portance. We firmly believe that all currently required documentation of international driver 
is more than enough.  

• Introduction of uniform derogations from the rules on driving and rest periods in road 
transport in all Member States, such as exemption from the ban on taking a weekly rest period 
of at least 45 hours in a cabin due to the lack of adequate accommodation facilities for profes-
sional drivers in all EU countries. In addition, the possibility of having regular weekly rests in 
the cabin would be in line with the recommendations of many countries against the spread of 
the Covid-19 virus by, among other things, limiting contacts with other people. 

• In line with the Communication, ensuring that professional drivers have adequate access to 
sanitary facilities at loading and unloading points and parking spaces in order to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.  

• Establishing uniform criteria for minimum basic principles of passenger transport services 
for all Member States, which means the need to maintain the regular bus passenger transport, 
as well as the mobility of workers, posted or employed abroad. The latter often use their own 
means of transport or vehicles (passenger cars) with a capacity of between 7 and 9 people. In 
our view, any restrictions on their cross-border traffic, as well as the introduction of passenger 
limits, may result in a reduction of activity on fixed routes (lack of profitability or even loss), as 
well as in labour mobility (particularly important in road transport). This is particularly 
important as it is not justified from an epidemiological perspective: research all over the world 
has shown that the risk of coronavirus infection in public transport, with appropriate safety 
measures, is low.  



 

• In line with the Communication, limiting the number and duration of roadside checks to the 
necessary minimum. 

• Ensuring the smooth and priority crossing of borders by vehicles carrying out road haulage 
of goods and passengers in case of the reintroduction of border checks by Member States. 

• Due to the pandemic situation, revision of the Omnibus Regulation regime, so the possibility 
of renewing automatically the validity of documents necessary for road transport, i.e. driving 
licences, driver's certificates, vehicle roadworthiness tests, periodic inspections of tacho-
graphs, medical and psychological examinations of drivers or Community licences. 

• While recognizing the need and thanking the Commission for making state aid rules during the 
current crisis more flexible, we consider that equally important  is addressing differences in 
the level of state aid granted among Member States to transport companies due to associ-
ated with that risks of jeopardizing fair competition on the Single Market.  

 
We would like to express our commitment and our readiness to cooperate closely in all the 

aforementioned areas. 

 

 

                                                                                   Yours sincerely 

    Maciej Wroński 

President of Transport Logistics Poland 


